


Dear Community Members, Friends, Coaches, Players and Supporters

It is with great pride and deep appreciation for our local heritage that
we announce the McDowell’s Charity Basketball Classic &
Combine—a community celebration created to honor the
extraordinary legacy of Paul and Shirley McDowell, two of the earliest
pioneers who helped shape what The Villages has become today.

Paul and Shirley were more than residents; they were visionaries whose
generosity, leadership, and commitment to community laid the 
foundation for the vibrant, connected, and compassionate culture that
defines The Villages today.  Their impact continues to be felt
across Central Florida, and this event stands as a tribute to the values
they lived by: service, opportunity, and uplifting the next generation.

In that spirit, the McDowell’s Charity Basketball Classic & Combine will
serve as a key fundraiser for three local children’s charities, ensuring 
that young people in our area receive the support, resources and 
encouragement they deserve.  Every dollar raised will go directly 
toward programs that strengthen and empower kids right here in The
Villages and our surrounding communities.

This event is also designed to open doors for student athletes.  They will 
have the opportunity to compete, learn and showcase
their skills completely free of charge, removing financial barriers and 
creating an inclusive environment where talent and hard work can
shine. Through a full day of basketball competition, combine testing, 
mentorship and community engagement, we aim to inspire confidence,
build character, and create memories that last a lifetime.

We invite you to join us in celebrating the McDowell legacy and 
supporting the student athletes who represent our future.  Whether 
you participate, volunteer, sponsor, or simply attend to cheer on the
players, your presence makes a meaningful difference.  Together, we 
can honor the remarkable pioneers while investing in the youth who
will carry our community forward.

With Gratitude,
John Strong
Event Organizer & Project Legacy Volunteer
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